
NEWSLETTER OF THE  
 

 

APRIL 2009 

NEXT MEETING: 
SVAS ANNUAL PICNIC MAY 3TH  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT SVASociety.org 

Join us for an afternoon of      music, food and 
FUN 

In the Christ Episcopal Church 
1040 Border Road 

   Los Altos, CA 94024 
(driving directions inside) 

Sunday, May 3th 2009 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, green salad, potato salad, chips, sodas, water and dessert 

will be provided 
 

 

We will have several areas in the picnic where you will be able to 
“jam” with other players or listen to others play. We will plan to 
have strolling accordions during lunch for your entertainment. 

Adults $10 and kids under 16, $5 
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SVAS APRIL MEETING BY SUE DOUGLAS 
PHOTOS: VICTOR KOLESNICHENKO 

The warm up started with Dick Cruickshank and Garland Cheatham, 
then Ken Caple, the organizer of Friday Night Live, a fun sub-group of 
SVAS, so far consisting of Ken on vibraphone and accordion, Victor 
Kolesnichenko on accordion, Hubert Kallabis on accordion, Sue 
Douglas on accordion, John D’Ambrosio on drums and Mike D’Am-
brosio on guitar played fourteen fun pieces.  Four of them were sing-
alongs, Edelweiss, The Happy Wanderer, Whatever Will Be Will Be and 
I Left My Heart In San Francisco. It was fun to hear people participate!  
After the group finished, President, Bill Tapogna asked if there were 
any first time visitors and WOW, were there ever!  Ken Caple and his 
very supportive wife, Sharon invited relatives and friends.  Sharon’s 
Mom, Joyce Lee and Joyce’s sister, Elaine Cerny, and Sharon’s three 
sisters, Sharell Lauderback, Danielle Price with husband, Gary and 
Dawn Sarkisian with husband, Dan were there to enjoy the music.  
Also Dan and Dawn’s daughter, Tiffany Rodriguez and her four chil-
dren were with them.  That’s not all; Ken and Sharon’s son, Ted was 
there taking pictures and their daughter-in-law, Barbara Parysek 
agreed to come.  Sharon’s cousin, Larry and his wife, Jane attended.  
And their friends, Pat and Dan Kisner and Luda and Mykola came and 

I hope they enjoyed the music.  Anna Maria and George also took the time to come and 
enjoy the music. And John and Mike D’Ambrosio’s Mom, Julianne and their sister, 
Danielle came to see how we accordion players would benefit by having a drummer and 
guitar player accompany us.  The rhythm options and the string instrument sound are of 
great benefit to us!  Also Norma Parson’s student, Alex Grambo came, accompanied 
by his father, Jim and his mother, Karen and even his grandmother from New York!  Alex 
is an accomplished young player and has been at it since he was eight years old.  Wel-
come back Ralph Caccamo, who has been playing the accordion for many years and 
could probably give us many good suggestions as to technique and style.  We hope you 
can come back often. 

Our video-photographers, Don McKinsey and Sally Evans announced that the videos 
will cost $6.00, very reasonable considering all the effort they are putting forth to record 
our fun. 

 

Dick Cruickshank 

Garland Cheatham 

John D’Ambrosio, Mike D’Ambrosio,Hubert Kallabis, Sue Douglas, Victor Kolesnichenko and Ken Caple 






