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NEXT MEETING: 
Richard Noel 

Next meeting Sunday March 1, 2009 at Harry’s Hofbrau, 390 Saratoga Avenue, between Kiely Blvd. 
and Stevens Creek Blvd. Doors Open at 1:30 PM. Door fee $5, under 16 no charge. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT SVASociety.org 

Richard Noel, born in Portland, Oregon, now resides in Bakersfield, 
CA. 
 
At the age of nine he began accordion lessons; won a 1959 competi-
tion in which the prize was selected lessons from Charles Magnante! 
As a senior in high school, he won first place in the National Accor-
dion Association competition held in New York. Upon receiving his 
Ph. D from the University of Colorado in Social Psychology, he    
began teaching at Bakersfield State College until his retirement in 
2005. 
 
During his 30-year teaching career, he continued to play the accor-
dion in various dance combos. After retirement, he joined a quartet 

playing mostly jazz. However, solo gigs were more plentiful and as a soloist he could play a 
full range of tunes, instead of exclusively playing dance music. He plays 2-4 gigs per week 
and also teams up with a talented drummer when he is able to book a duo for dances. 
 
His extensive repertoire ranges from classical or semi-classical, to swing, show tunes, to 
ethnic music of all types. On occasion, he even includes Tex-Mex and Zydeco.  
 
A Petosa 1400 is his accordion of choice. He also plays a Roland FR7 electronic accordion.                              
You’re sure to enjoy this talented musician. 






