
NEWSLETTER OF THE  
 

 

JUNE 2009 

NEXT MEETING: 
ALEX GONZALEZ 

 
Next meeting Sunday July 5, 2009 at Harry’s Hofbrau, 390 Saratoga Avenue, between Kiely 

Blvd. and Stevens Creek Blvd. Doors Open at 1:30 PM Door fee $5, under 16 no charge. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT SVASociety.org 

Alex, the three-row button accordion master will delight us 
again with the lively   interpretations of Texano and 

Norteño music. You don’t want to miss this program! 

GREAT PROGRAM for August 2  
SVAS is happy to have the 8-piece Klezmakers Band and the music of Mario Pedone. 

Don’t miss this fine entertainment!!! 
For this time our door fee will be $10 
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SVAS JUNE MEETING BY SUE DOUGLAS 
PHOTOS: VICTOR KOLESNICHENKO 

Our first warm-uppers were players we haven’t heard too often and it 
was pleasing to hear them.  Eveline Konig played Quizas, Quizas, 
Quizas, then The River Seine, La Bikina and Maple Leaf Rag.  Then 
Marcia Coullahan played The Liechtensteiner Polka, The Loveliest 
Night Of The Year, Snee Walzer and Julida Polka.  Hubert Kallabis 
Played Annaliese, Reginella Camagnola, Aloha Oe, Brasilia and The 
Blue Skirt Waltz, a great variety!  Ursula Kros played Iupali Iupala,  
La Comparsita and La Paloma.  Then Julio Tosto played O Sole Mio, 
La Sorrento, La  Compagnola, La Luna Mezzumare, Marie Marie,     
IL Padrimo and about nine other great Italian pieces and sang many 
of them.  It was “bella, bella!” 
Our first program player was Alex Grambow, young and talented, 
playing block chords and melody on the bass!  His grandparents were 
present and I’m sure, truly enjoyed  hearing him play.  He played a 
significant part of the melody of his first piece, The Sharpshooter’s 
March, on the bass, so he really knows the bass well.  On Red River 
Valley, he used many chords.  Tico Tico is a flat out challenge to play, 

but he was “up to it”.  His finale was America and I heard people 
singing.  It’s so good to see young people take up the accordion 
and do well and enjoy it! 

Then, all the way from Redwood City, came Ron Harris to enter-
tain us with hits from the 30’s, 40’s, 50’s and 60’s like Only You, 
I’m Confessin’ That I Love You, Pennies From Heaven, I Can’t 
Help Lovin’ That Man Of Mine, Theme From the Godfather, Cry 
Me A River, Misty, Georgia, It’s Been A Long Long Time and Ain’t 
Misbehavin’.   And he wasn’t, believe me! 

And again, all the way from Aptos, near Santa Cruz, came David 
Vallelunga.  On his small accordion he played El Choclo. Then he 
explained that his next piece, Fodelsedagsvals Till Mona, was com-
posed by Benny Andersson of the vocal group ABBA, as a birthday 
waltz for his wife, Mona.  Then, with his button box, he played two 
northern Italian tarantellas, music from the comedy called Love   
Actually and a charming piece he composed for his wife called The 
Carolyn Waltz.  Great Job, David!  Button Box playing may look 
easy, but if it’s a diatonic instrument, it’s a challenge; when you 
press a button, the pull out on the bellows gives you a certain note.  

But when you push in on the bellows, the same button gives you an entirely different 
note, so you have to know whether to pull out or push in on the bellows to play a given 
note on the same button.  H-m-m-m… 
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