NEWSLETTER OF THE

OUR NEXT MEETING:

Sunday November 1, 2009 at Harry’s Hofbrau, 390 Saratoga Avenue, between Kiely Blvd.
and Stevens Creek Blvd. Doors Open at 1:30 PM Door fee $5, under 16 no charge.

The Peter Di Bono Trio has been serenading Bay Area audiences for over 25
years. Venues range from an elegant wedding on Nob Hill, to a forest picnic in

Carmel Valley. The music covers a very wide spectrum from Broadway to
Bach, and back.

Harriet Newhart is equally comfortable playing Mozart, Mancini, or marches.
Classically trained on piano and violin, Harriet brings such warm vitality to her
music that she has been a favorite of San Francisco audiences and musicians

B for her entire career. Harriet and her husband, Byrne, also a violinist, are the

| principals of San Francisco’s Starlite Strings, which provides classical and

'# strolling violin ensembles for weddings, corporate events, and private parties in
¢ the San Francisco Bay Area and Wine Country.

M Steve Hanson, string bass, is one of the busiest Bay Area musicians. Steve
hails from Minnesota, and grew up working the family’s dairy farm. Steve
enlisted in the United States Navy, and found his way to the Navy Band where
he played trombone. He was stationed in Naples, Italy for three years, and
'learned to speak Italian, and to love Italian food. Steve received his master’s

. degree in music from The University of North Texas. Steve serves on the
Board of Directors of The Musician’s Union Local 6, San Francisco.

Peter Di Bono has played nearly every type of music, and in every setting imaginable. Performances include musical
theater, guest soloist with Bay Area symphony orchestras. His many musical styles include Italian, French, German —
“You name it, | do it!”. Peter has an active teaching practice with over 20 students, and is on faculty with The Com-
munity Music Center in San Francisco. Peter retired from The San Francisco Police Department as an Inspector,
specializing in narcotic drug violations. He holds a Juris Doctorate degree.

Also Performing, Michael Zampiceni, see his bio inside page 4

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT SVASociety.org
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SVAS SEPTEMBER MEETING BY SUE DOUGLAS
PHOTOS VICTOR KOLESNICHENKO

Roll Out the Barrel ‘cause the gang’s all here! That's how
'+ Friday Night Live started out the October gathering. And
they followed that with at least four more German style
pieces including In Munchen Sheht Ein Hofbrauhaus and
Llechtenstelner Polka and the Blue Danube Waltz. How
7 nice to have John Marquette join the group and truly add

to the quality of the music! Also Barbara Corsiglia

f helped a lot with the melody and the rhythm with her

string instrument. Hope you all enjoyed hearing Ken

Caple play the vibraphone. It kind of helps the music
“flow”.

President Bill Tapogna asked if there were any new visitors,
and sure enough there were folks from Seattle, Washington!

about the SVAS through someone at a music store when
looking for an accordion teacher for button box. They also
found a teacher. Wow!

The first player on the program was supposed to be Julio
Tosti. However, unhappily, Julio has not been feeling well
and couldn’t attend the gathering, so John Marquette

~ agreed to play. So help me, John sounds like Art Van
Dam! He played A Foggy Day In London Town, Violets
For Your Furs, It's A Blue World, Bye Bye Baby and There
Will Never Be Another You. | closed my eyes. | could hear
Art playing. But it was John! Thank you, John.

Skyler Fell, here from San Francisco and accompanied by
her band-mate, Bar-b, played and sang Weary Bones, a fun
.. polka. Then she played Saint James Infirmary, a piece
%/ W made famous by Cab Calloway, Louis Armstrong and Lead-
belly. Bar-b played the washboard and interestingly, she
was able to display great dynamics and feeling on that in-
strument, soft to loud to match Skyler’s soft to loud on the
accordion. Their final piece was The Sirens Song starting in
slow waltz time and going to fast polka time and everyone
was clapping to the rhythm! Great singing and playing!
Ernie Beran Even Bar-b was singing at times. Their band includes other
players and they perform in several areas and quite often.
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Also, please recall that Skyler is a very
competent accordion assessor and repair
professional in the San Francisco area.

@8 Ernie Beran, here from Aptos, took us to

I Germany with several beautiful waltzes.
2 You German folks will have recognized
Altes Wiener Fiakerlied, Konigseer Kirta-

S S Tanz, Du Kannst Nicht Treu Sein,(You

Can’'t Be True Dear), Korm Blumenblau and he played and sang the Blue Skirt Waltz, dis-
playing great dynamics, nice light approach and super bass-runs. His next piece was The
Saint Louis Polka after which he told us that he lived for some time in lllinois and personally
knew the famous Polka King, Frank Yankovic who was of Slovenian heritage, so then he
played the Hurray Slovenes Polka. Then, in remembrance of Frankie, Ernie played the
Just Because Polka and his encore was the Julida Polka, which he also sang, and he
sounded just like Frankie! Great job, Ernie!

Raffle Time and Lou De Maggio won half the pot, Donnie Bonino won the Harry’'s
Hoffbrau Meal and Frank LaDuza won the CD. Congrats!

Our featured players, The Marotta Gang, included Mike Marotta, Jr. on accordion, Dave
Dally on violin, Erasimo Oiello, an Italian tenor from Italy and Steve Hansen on bass.
There were great trills on the accordion, good upper octave accompaniment on the violin
and perfect rhythm and melody on the bass. Vic and Barbara Corsiglia danced to the first
piece. Next came a Tango to which Bill and Gloria Tapogna danced. And Mike said one
of his favorite songs is | Dream A Dream. To that one Steve bowed the bass as well as
plucked it, making the sound very dramatic. Erasimo sang the next piece, a tango, and
again, Vic and Barbara danced. It's interesting to see and hear the bass being bowed and
the player performing tremolo fingering, and that’'s what he did on the Italian song about a
young man singing under his sweetheart’s balcony but she was still sleeping! A special re-
guest by Bill T. was for them to play the Sabre Dance and did they ever! Mike performed
phenomenal bass rhythms on the accordion and the violin dynamics were perfect! Then to
calm us down a little they played an Italian waltz called Burrasque. Tango time and they
played Espagna Cani and Vic and Barbara danced. Right after Libertango they played
Time To Say Goodbye and Erasimo sang and then he sang one of my favorites called
Come Back To Sorrento. He sings straight from the heart. His feeling and dynamics pres-
entation make you think you're at an opera or in Italy. Vic and Barbara danced to the next
tango called Nessin Dorma and Erasimo sang to Granada. A couple of songs later, their
fini was the fun tarantella called Finiculi Finicula and everyone clapped to the rhythm!
Then everyone clapped kudos to Mike, Dave, Erasimo and Steve. Molto Buono!








